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Hello Friends, 
__ here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends!. 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 
card. 


If you haven't got pon 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from . 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 
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Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Spike has to make a choice 
between Toad and Bully. 
What will he decide? GALLERY 

Keep your eyes Open for 
a freaky-looking cat in this 


week's gallery! 
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Mongooses are one of the 
few mammals that can 
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worms the birds have 
collected for Owl? 
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Make a Japanese carp kite 
to fly in the wind. 
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Fido and Cleo thought they had seen the last 
of their piglet friend, but the wild boar didn’t 
want to leave his home and Weasel couldn’t 
face looking for another burrow, so they were 
all still stuck together. 


“Piglet, come back this instant, you horrible 
little squealer,” roared the boar. He was fed 
up because he had already been through lots 
of silly games with his wife’s last litter and 
couldn’t face it all over again with the piglet. 
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“Oh, he'll get his biggest, sharpest tusk and 
he'll stick it right through us,” replied Fido, 
enjoying himself immensely. “And we'll scream 
and scream until we are dead.” The animals 
all fell about laughing. 


But the piglet was nowhere to be seen. He 
had run off to join Fido and Cleo who were 
sitting by the tree. “What will the big bad 
boar do to us when he catches us?” Cleo 
joked with Fido. 
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A few seconds later, the wild boar appeared. 
He stuck his snout right up to the twins’ 
faces and bellowed, “You two are a very bad 
influence on piglets!” Fido and Cleo suddenly 
became very worried. 


“And me! What will he do to me?” cried the 
piglet. “He’ll slice you up with his tusks until 
you're just sausages,” Fido exaggerated, “and 
all the beetles and flies will gobble you up!” 
Cleo listened in wide-eyed amazement. 


But then Weasel came storming out of the 
bushes. She rushed up to the boar and yelled, 
“Stop! Stop! You great snorting pig.” Measly 
followed right behind her, but wasn’t quite 
sure how he could help. 


“Tll not try that again,” gasped Measly, as 
he landed flat on his face. But Weasel was 
impressed. “That'll teach you to attack my 
weasels!” she screamed at the boar. “Try 
again and I'll set Measly on you.” 


Then Measly had an idea. He took hold of 
the wild boar’s tail and pulled it with all his 
strength. “You show him,” laughed Weasel. 
But the wild boar kicked out his back feet 


and sent Measly flying. 


The wild boar was getting really fed up. “] 
wasn’t attacking your annoying, little brood, 
I was only playing silly games with them,” he 
snapped. “Yes, only a silly game,” chorused 
Fido and Cleo, not wanting to anger him. 


It was too late, however. “Look,” said the boar, 
pushing Measly away with his snout, “I’m 
going to see to it that this piglet is brought 
up like a proper wild boar. And that means 
no weasels. Now clear out of my copse!” 


But when he looked round, he saw that the 
piglet had run off with the twins again and 
Weasel and Measly were chasing after them. 
There was nothing the wild boar could do, He 
sighed and trotted after them. 


Meanwhile, back in White Deer Park, the 
Warden was laying down poisonous pellets 
outside the rats’ headquarters. “I said he 
would,” hissed Bully from the top of the rock. 
“He must think we’re stupid.” 


Bully rushed down from the rock only to find 
that the big town rat had eaten all the pellets. 
He hissed, angrily, “Any creature that eats 
that poison dies..., dies twitching in the most 
horrible pain.” 


Ranger and Charmer had been watching the 


scene and rushed back to tell Fox. “One rat 
ate the whole lot!” exclaimed Ranger. “How 
much will it take to kill them all?” 


Bully took a rock and threw it at the Warden 
but the Warden caught it, and spotting Brat, 
threw it back again. It hit Brat squarely on the 
nose and the Warden marched off, muttering 
angrily to himself. 


know?” continued Bully, furious. “You were 
nothing before I found you. Living in a sewer...” 
But before Bully could finish his words, the 
town rat collapsed and died. 


Fox looked tired. He was very depressed by 
the news. “Yes, Ranger, you're right. The 
situation is hopeless,” he sighed. “We've lost. 
They'll overrun us any day now.” 


Next week: A big kiss. 


All About... 


66Hi! I'm Pacific giant salamander — a much bigger relative 
of those newts you sometimes see in the local pond. I’m 
one of the larger members of my family and can 
measure up to 30cm long. | live in western 
North America in cool forests near rivers and 
streams. You can usually find me resting in the 
shelter of a log or a rock. My ancestors were the 
very first amphibians (animals that live both in 
water and on land) on Earth. When they crawled 
out of the water, over 350 million years ago, 
they became the first animals to live on land. 
Mammals, birds and reptiles later developed 
from them. So you can see | come from a very 
old family indeed, and even today | still look 

a lot like my ancient ancestors.99 


A salamander’s skin is usually smooth and 
moist. Some species, such as this Fire 
salamander, are also brightly coloured and 
release a milky poison from glands in their 
skin if they are attacked. The bright colours 
warn predators, such as birds, that these 
creatures do not taste good. The Fire 
salamander’s unusual name comes 

from a strange legend which says that 
salamanders can live through fire. Many 
people believe the legend came about 
because Fire salamanders live in rotten 
logs and in the past they were sometimes 
thrown into living-room fires along with the 
logs. It seemed like the salamanders were 
able to live among the flames when really 
their moist skin helped them to escape 
without getting hurt. 
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Most of us salamanders live in the 
northern half of the world, where 

the climate is fairly mild. You'll find 

us in North and Central America, 
Europe, Asia and northern Africa, from 
sea level right up into the mountains. 
Depending on the particular species, 
we like to make our homes in rotting 
tree stumps, at the bottom of streams 
and rivers, in rock crevices and even in 
caves - in fact, anywhere that is damp 
enough to keep our skins moist. Some 
of my cousins, such as the Japanese 
giant salamanders, spend their entire 
lives in the water. Others divide their 


This is my cousin Tiger salamander, the largest of 

the land-dwelling salamanders. It’s easy to see how 
he got his name with those vivid stripes on his body! 
Like many other types of salamander, he spends his 


time between land and water while this 
Alpine salamander, for example, always 
lives on land, in woods and meadows 
high up in the European Alps. 


Most salamanders rarely grow longer than 20cm. But 
the Giant salamander which lives in mountain streams 
in China and Japan is enormous in comparison. It can 
measure up to 1.5m in length and weigh as much as 
40kg. That makes it not only by far the largest species 
of salamander, but also the world’s largest amphibian. 


day hidden away, coming out at night to feed on 
earthworms, spiders and insects. He doesn’t move 
much when he’s hunting. Instead, he lies still and 
waits for a small animal to wander in reach of his long 
sticky tongue. Then he darts forwards and snaps it 
up, swallowing it quickly. Salamanders that spend all 
their lives in water have have a different diet. They eat 
water creatures such as insects and small shellfish 


All About... 


7 Not all salamanders complete their 
Life cycles metamorphosis into adults. In 
66We salamanders are cold-blocded creatures and North America there are several 
depend on warmth from the air around us to keep pins evi es i oi p strange-looking species, called 
our body temperature up. In winter, when it gets ree pe ee ers layithelr mud puppies, that keep their gills 

5 ‘ b eggs, they hatch and tiny larvae throughout their lives and never 
cold, we hibernate. In early spring, we become that look like tadpoles emerge. heaue! he water gakalthoughiney 
active and feed again. We also look for a mate The larvae have long, feathery never turn into adult salamanders 
and start to breed.99 gills on the sides of their heads, they can still breed! 

which allow them to obtain 


oxygen from the water. As 
a % they grow, the larvae 
aS ; develop front and 


back legs, and 
begin to look 
more like adult 
salamanders. 
Finally, the gills 
disappear 
completely and 
the salamanders, 
now fully grown, 
leave the water. 
They will return 
again in several 
years to breed. 
This process of 
changing from 
a larva into an 
adult is called 
metamorphosis. 
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Another species of salamander that never grows 
up is called the Axolotl. It only lives in Mexico in 
ponds and lakes that are lacking a chemical called 
iodine. Axolotls need iodine to change into adults, 
but as it is missing from the water, they remain as 
larvae. Like mud puppies though, they are still 
able to breed. 


BREEDING 

Salamanders have different ways of 
breeding depending on where they spend 
their lives. Salamanders that live entirely 


on land lay a few large eggs and their We “ \ 
babies hatch fully formed, looking like tiny ] Ma eT MY PAMILY 
copies of their parents. Salamanders that { 

live entirely in the water breed like fish. 
The female lays her eggs on the bed of the 
pond or stream and the male swims over 
them, shedding his sperm to fertilize them. 
Other types of salamander spend much of 
their lives on land but head for the water 
to mate and breed. When a water-breeding 
male finds a female, he produces a little 
package of sperm (called spermatophore) 
and drops it near to the resting female. 
She then picks it up with her feet and 
takes it into her body to fertilize her eggs. 
Salamanders that breed in the water lay 
their eggs singly or in clumps or long 
strings on rocks and underwater plants. 
Land-dwelling salamanders lay their eggs 
in hollows on the ground. 


We salamanders belong to a big family 
which also includes newts. Altogether 
there are over 300 different species. 
Newts and salamanders both have long 
tails but if you look closely you can tell 
us apart because a newt’s tail is usually 
} quite flat whereas a salamander’s tail 
is rounded. There are other differences, 
too. When a male newt enters the water 
‘0 breed as this Alpine newt has done, 
it develops a crest on its back and tail 
and the rest of its body colours get 
brighter. This does not happen to 
salamanders. The crest on the newt’s 
back is used to impress females 
while it performs a kind of 
~ courtship dance. 
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Brat’s always there when Bully needs 
him. He’s Bully’s bodyguard and cannot 
do enough to help the rat he calls the 
‘Great One’. He'll definitely be on the 
frontline in the fight to win control of 
White Deer Park. 
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THE FINGERS 

TO FINISH OFF 
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THE FUR 
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6¢Here in the Rocky 
Mountains I’m a bit higher ; 
up than in the woods of #2" ag 
-. White Deer Park - but_~: pa A 
then this is the largest af 
mountain chain in North i* 
America. The Rockies were formed about 70 
million years ago, at roughly the same time as ;- ' 
the dinosaurs died out. The mountain chain is: 
over.4,800km long and extends down the 
western side of North America, from Cana 
through to the United States. It starts in 
Alaska, providing a home for wolves and 
caribou, and ends in New Mexico, where the 
<=-mountains look down on hot, dry deserts. Th 
chain is about 560km wide in some places * 
and has beautiful scenery, such as snow- 
capped mountain peaks, rivers, lakes and 
forests, which attracts humans. The varied 
habitats also make it a good home for many. 
different types of animals.99 


Squirrel’s Challenge: Woodchucks look 
like stocky squirrels. How many can 
ou see in the mountains? 
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: playing cards next week for you to build up a complete set. 
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mountains look down on hot, dry deserts. The== 
hain is about 560km wide in some places ~ 
and has beautiful scenery, such as snow- 
Capped mountain peaks, rivers, lakes and 
forests, which attracts humans. The varied 
habitats also make it a good home for many... 
different types of animals.99 
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Squirrel’s Challenge: Woodchucks look 
| | like stocky squirrels. How many can 
ou see in the mountains? 
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Cut out the playing cards carefully. There will be more playing cards next week for you to build up a complete set. 
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The stocky Woodchuck 
is a type of ground 
squirrel. It lives alone 

in an underground 
burrow dug among tree 
roots or rocks. It mainly 
searches for food at 
night, although in spring 
it sometimes comes out 
to feed in the daytime 
as well. From October 
to February it hibernates. 


Although it is the national emblem 
of the USA, by the 1960s the Bald 
eagle was rarely seen there. It fell 
victim to hunters and was affected 
by the use of poisonous pesticides 
(chemicals sprayed on plants to kill 
pests). The bird had been made a 
protected species in the 1940s but 
numbers still fell. Nowadays it is a little 
more widespread. It is most common 
in Alaska where there is a good supply 
fish - its favourite food. 


Sharp, pointed quills are hidden in the long, brown 

hair of the American porcupine. When threatened 
by enemies, such as the Fisher, it raises and rattles 
its quills to warn off the attacker. The porcupines of 
the Rockies are good climbers and spend much 

of their time in trees. 


You should be able to spot nine 
Woodchucks on the mountainside. 


A liking for fish gave the Fisher its name. It is 
an aggressive animal whose favourite prey is 
porcupines. When it catches a porcupine, it 
flips the animal on to its back to avoid being 
injured by the sharp quills. Normally 
active at night, the 
Fisher lives both 
in trees and on 
the ground. 


The first teddy bear 
was based on the 
American black bear, 
whose fur, though usually black, 
can be brown, bluish-grey or even 
white. In 1902, the American 
President, Theodore (Teddy) 
Roosevelt caught a black bear 
and took it home as a pet. A 
toymaker then had the idea 
of making small, fur-covered 
toy bears. 


The Small copper butterfly is very shy, 
but you might spot its bright, orange 
wings as it flits among the 
flowers. When it is a caterpillar, 
the Small copper feeds on 
Wild sorrel which grows on 

the mountain slopes of 
the Rockies. 


Steller’s jay is a member of the crow 
family. The bird moves easily and 
swiftly through branches and 
undergrowth. It uses its 
strong bill for digging holes 
to bury nuts and seeds 
for winter, as well 
as for cracking 
open acorns and 
stripping loose 
bark off trees. 


i Ay! 
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piece of the 
Earth’s crust 
breaks off. 
The plates 
push it, 
and the 
layers 

of rock 
beneath 
it, upwards. 

When the layers 

are pushed high enough, they 
form a fault-block mountain. 


pushing 
plate 


FOLD MOUNTAIN 


Try this easy experiment 
to see how fold mountains 
are made. 


You will need: 

flat strips of different-coloured 
Plasticine, two small blocks of wood, 
table or flat surface, friend to help you. 


5 | Lay the Plasticine strips 
on top of each other and 
press them down lightly on 
the table. Each coloured 
strip represents a different 
layer of the Earth’s crust. 


There are mountains on every continent 
of the world, but they don’t all look the 
same! Some are smooth and grassy and 

easy to climb; others are rocky and 

snowy, reaching way up into the clouds. 
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The crust (surface) of the Earth is divided 
into about 20 large pieces called plates that 
fit together like a jigsaw. The plates move 
very slowly, shifting just a few centimetres 
each year. When two plates push against 
each other, they crumple the layers of rock 
between then, pushing the crust upwards to | (iq 
form mountains. This can take millions of 
years. The mountains are shaped differently 
depending on how exactly they are formed. 
a 


a 
Sometimes the moving plates push up a 
section of crust, squeezing it until it folds 
over. The crust can fold upwards or 
downwards and sometimes folds of 
crust pile on top of each other. 
Eventually, long ranges of 
fold mountains are formed. 


3 Push both 
blocks gently 
inwards — get a 
friend to push one F 
of them while you 
push the other. 


2 Puta block of 
wood at each end. 
They represent 
two of the Earth’s 
plates colliding 
and forcing the 
rocks up between 
them to make a 
mountain range. 


The pressure on the Plasticine makes it buckle 
and fold, just like rock does when it is forced up 
by the Earth’s plates. The harder you push, the 
more the Plasticine will crumple. 
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Scientists ° 


ROLLING 


contain small 
pieces of sea 


shells. From this, 
Pa © — wecan tell that " 
these mountains r 


shallow tray or box, paper 
cut to fit the bottom of the 
(> tray or box, paints, clean 
stones of various sizes, 
scrap paper, varnish and 
brush (if you want to varnis) 
your finished stone). 


were formed from 
“layers of rock which were 
once part of the sea bed. 


3 Aad diferent 
coloured paints to the 
tray, rolling the stone 
again each time. You will 
get a marbled effect. Try 
small and large stones 
to see what happens. 


1 Line the bottom 
of the tray or box with 
paper. Drip some paint 
on to the lining paper. 


‘ 2 Drop a stone in and 
roll the container around. 

\ The stone will become 
. covered in bits of paint. 


oe 


4 Carefully lift out the 
paint-covered stone 

\ and leave it on scrap 
paper to dry. When the 
paint has dried, you 
could try varnishing 
the stones. 


Snow 


Use your stones to 
decorate the soil around 
plants in pots, window 
boxes or garden 
flowerbeds. 


Avalanches are a deadly 
danger on some snow-covered 
mountains. When snow falls 
heavily it forms a thick layer 
which, if disturbed, can slide 
down the mountainside at 
great speed. Strong winds, 
movements in the Earth’s crust 
and even people skiing can 
start off an avalanche. 


can tell the 
story ofa 
mountain \ ROGK ART 
i) yh Collect some stones with 
oS nak iS D interesting shapes and 
; made, i ee O8 decorate them so that 
example, Some oy each one looks unique! @ 
mountains are 
made up of 
? rocks which You will need: 


MOUNTAIN BOULDERS 


These mini snacks are good to eat with salad, 
to serve at a party or to pack in a lunchbox. 
You could even take a supply next time you 
go mountain-hiking! 


You will need: 
450g of cream cheese, 220g can of pineapple 
rings or chunks in juice, 60g finely-chopped 

green pepper, 150g chopped nuts, teaspoon, 
bowl, plate. if 


@ 


1 Put the cream cheese in the bowl 
and let it soften for about half an hour. 


3 Scoop out two teaspoons 
of the mixture and make this 
amount into a ball. Put the 
chopped nuts on a plate and 
roll the ball in the nuts to coat 
it. Make more balls until you 
run out of mixture and nuts. 


You could pile some 
cheesy mountain 
boulders into a mountain 
shape on a serving plate. 


2 Drain off the pineapple juice. Chop 
the pineapple and green pepper finely. 
Mix them into the cream cheese and 
leave the mixture in the fridge for about 
an hour until it becomes firm again. 


SQUIRREL SAYS: 


Get an adult to do 
the chopping 
and draining 

before you do the 

mixing, — 


MOUNTAIN ARTIST 


Famous artists have often painted exciting 
mountain scenery. Here are some tips for 
making your own mountain masterpiece. 


Make your colours 
paler towards the 
back of your 
picture. 


Mountains often 
look blue when 
they are far 

away. 


Put more detail, such as rocks and 
grass, at the front of your picture. 


Overlap mountains to make them look a! 
as if they stretch into the distance. i, 
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Puzzle it out = 


TOY CUPBOARD - LOST TOY 
B The eldest Rabbit has Can you find Young 
thrown quite a few Rabbit’s toy boat in 


the burrow? 


things out. Compare 


Mrs Rabbit was in the kitchen cleaning out the ~ He and his brother began to look for the boat the cupboard before 

food cupboard. all over the burrow, but it was Mrs Rabbit who and after it has been 
“What a lot of things that shouldn’t be here!” finally found it. cleared. What things 

she said to herself. “How on earth did they get “Let’s take it sailing,” said Young Rabbit to his are no longer in the 

into this cupboard?” older brother. cupboard? 
Meanwhile, the eldest Rabbit child was clearing “ll bring my boat as well,” his brother replied. 


out the toy cupboard. He had managed to throw They walked to the pond and found a few other 
away a few things that they didn’t need anymore, animals there with sailing boats. “Let’s race them,” 


so the cupboard looked a bit neater. suggested Young Rabbit and everyone thought 
Then Young Rabbit came into the burrow. this was a good idea. 
“Hello,” he said, “I’ve come to fetch that toy They raced the boats until the sun began to set. 
boat with the remote control. | haven’t played “Time for home,” said the eldest Rabbit. As the 


with it for ages.” He looked in the toy cupboard _ two of them set off back to the burrow they ; c > 
and then wailed, “It’s not here!” agreed it had been a great day. | LP | Seas : 


ODD THINGS OUT 
Can you see eight things that should 
not be in the food cupboard? 


Puzzle it ouf 22s 


BOAT RACE 

The Rabbits and their friends tried to 
have a boat race but they had problems 
using their remote-controlled boats. 
Only one boat made it to the finish. 
Follow the paths to work out which one. 


TOAD’S BOAT 
Can you work out from the clues which 
boat belongs to Toad? 

1 Toad’s boat hasn't won the race. 

2 Toad does not like red. 


’ 3 Toad doesn’t like spots but thinks 


stripes are great. 
4 Blue is Toad’s favourite colour. 


MIX AND MATER 


Here is a quick and easy way to mix and 
match the animals of Farthing Wood. 


You will need: ; , 
white sheet of paper, scissors, pencil, 
ruler, crayons. 


@ With your 
ruler, draw a 
rectangle 36 x 
35cm. Put your 
ruler along the 
top edge of the 
rectangle and 
mark off 12cm 
and 24cm. Draw 
two lines down 
the rectangle from 
these marks. 
Press hard when drawing your 
lines, so they show through to 
the other side of the paper. 


2 Now put your 
ruler along the side 
of the rectangle 
and mark off 7cm, 
14cm, 21cm and 
28cm. Draw four 
ines across from 
hese points. Cut 
out the large 
rectangle and 

then cut out 

he four smaller 
ectangles in each of 
he corners as shown 
in the diagram. 
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telephone, roller skates and 
spade have been removed 
from the toy cupboard. 
FIND THE WORD 


Toad’s boat has a blue sail 
and a yellow-striped hull. 
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Slipper Pen Book Torch 
Telephone Paintorush 


Teddy bear Car. 
Football, tennis racket, 
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ODD THINGS OUT 
TOY CUPBOARD 


3 Draw any 
Farthing Wood 
animal you want 
in the centre 
panel of your 
shape as shown 
in the diagram. 


4@ Tum your 
paper over and 
using your ruler, 
draw over the lines 
which show 
through from the 
other side to make 

another grid. Then 

draw two other 
creatures down the left and right sides. On the 
top panel draw a head upside down and on the 
bottom panel, draw some upside-down legs. 


$ Cut along the lines on the left and right 
panels as shown in 
the diagram, 

so that the 
creatures are 
divided into 
heads, bodies 
and legs. Make 
sure you do not 
cut right across 
the paper. 


Now your 
creatures are 
ready to use. Fold 
over different heads 
and bodies to make 
weird and wonderful 
animals that have 
never been seen in 
White Deer Park or 
anywhere else! 
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Colour tt im 


THE TROOPS 


